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NORSAR and Alcatel Submarine Networks (ASN) announce the 
signature of a contract for the supply of a DAS interrogation 
system. 
 
Paris, France | Oslo, Norway – November 24, 2020 
 
ASN has recently launched an advanced Distributed Acoustic Sensing interrogator (OptoDAS) based on a unique 
interrogation technique providing ultra-low-noise and long-range phase recordings.

NORSAR, an independent research foundation, and Alcatel 
Submarine Networks (ASN) have signed a contract for the 
delivery of an OptoDAS interrogator packaged in a portable 
unit including data recording facility. “We are proud to have 
been selected by NORSAR to supply our OptoDAS solution for 
seismological applications. We believe that the ultra-low-noise 
performance and the interrogation capability of OptoDAS over 
distances up to 150 km are well suited for earthquake 
monitoring,” said Eric Bouvart, ASN Sales Director for Oil & Gas 
and Fiber Sensing.  
 
ASN’s unique distributed acoustic sensing technology is expected to open-up many new applications for offshore oil 
and gas, subsea telecom and power cable industry as well as long range terrestrial structure monitoring. 
 
NORSAR is the Norwegian competence center for earthquake monitoring and applied geophysics. As an independent 
institute, we carry out research and consultancy services in these areas. NORSAR operate one of the world's most 
advanced earthquake monitoring systems, also used to verify the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT). 
NORSAR has recently received funding from the Norwegian Research Council to establish a pool of distributed sensing 
equipment. 
 
“NORSAR is impressed by the technology of the new OptoDAS system offered by ASN. We believe this system will 
strengthen our seismic monitoring capacity. Furthermore, this technology will contribute to our efforts in providing 
safe CO2 storage monitoring“ says Arve E Mjelva, SVP, adding that they anticipate to use the system in many interesting 
upcoming research activities, such as geohazard and environmental monitoring. 
 

About Alcatel Submarine Networks (ASN) 
Alcatel Submarine Networks, part of Nokia, leads the industry in terms of transmission capacity and installed base with 
more than 650,000 km of optical submarine systems deployed worldwide, enough to circumnavigate the globe 15 
times. From traditional Telecom applications to Content and “Over-The-Top” Service Provider infrastructures, as well 
as to offshore Oil and Gas applications, ASN provides all elements of open and turnkey global undersea transmission 
systems, tailored to individual customer’s needs. An extensive Services portfolio completes its comprehensive offering 
for the submarine business, including project management, installation and commissioning, along with marine and 
maintenance operations performed by ASN’s wholly owned fleet of cable ships.  
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